
Police Interactions with Youth:                                                       
A Polling for Justice Data Postcard 

 This is a project of The Participatory Action Research Collective of The Graduate Center of the City University of New York,                                                          
Hunter College of the City University of New York, Annenberg Institute for School Reform, and Urban Youth Collaborative. 

Who We Are Data by Borough Looking Closer at The Bronx 

Looking Closer at Brooklyn 

Interpreting the Data (Above) 

Police Interactions by Broad Categories 

Contact information 

Started in February of 2008, Polling for Justice (PFJ) is a group 
of youth and adult researchers, activists and community 
organizers who together, designed a survey to examine the 
intersection of education, criminal justice and health among a 
diverse group of 1,110 New York City youth between the ages of 
16 and 21.  

Who Have We Sampled? 

Police Interactions by Specific Questions 

Interpreting The Data (Above and Below) 

• Males and Youth who identify as LGBQ, particularly in the Bronx and 
Brooklyn, were more likely to report negative contact with police as 
compared to Females and youth who identify as straight.  
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Multiple Police Interactions 

Police Interactions 

Multiple Incidences 

• Of the 481 youth who reported at least one  
negative interaction with police in the last six  
months: 
– 64.2% reported two or more 

– 43.0% reported three or more 

– 30.9% reported four or more 

– 22.2% reported five or more 

In our sample negative police contact 
was more common than positive police 
contact. 

When broken into categories, the most 
common was negative verbal police 
contact, then legal, physical and sexual.  

Negative Police Interaction and Drop Out   


